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• The concept of situation awareness provides a suitable framework to understand how specially qualified mental health nurses make the decision to admit or not admit someone as an involuntary patient.
What are the key findings?
• There is a dearth of research literature examining the use of situation awareness by mental health nurses; let alone literature that focuses on specially qualified mental health nurses deciding to admit or not admit someone as an involuntary patient.
• A search of literature has identified that situation awareness is a concept that has transferred to health and nursing practice.
How should the findings be used to influence policy/practice/research/education?
• Increased understanding and contextualisation of situation awareness to specific practices in nursing will better inform future decision-making and will contribute to the promotion of relevant nursing practice and education.
• A greater understanding of situation awareness in nursing would lead to expansion of the concept while simultaneously allowing for the implementation of interventions that promote safety by reducing patient care errors.
• By exploring situation awareness in a mental health setting, nursing research would be a prominent voice in the study and application situation awareness in interpersonal interactions.
INTRODUCTION
The decision by a specially qualified mental health nurses to admit or not admit a person to a health facility against their will and for further assessment remains a central component of (WHO 2005, p. 46) . However, admitting someone against their will is also recognized to
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This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved. The consequences associated with the decision, be they positive and negative, makes the decision one of great import (Sattar et al. 2006) . Due to weak state of global data related to mental health services (Baxter, Patton, Scott, Degenhardt & Whiteford 2013 ) a precise understanding of how many people are affected by the decision cannot be quantified.
However, data from the World Health Organisation Mental Health Atlas (WHO 2011) indicates that a significant number of people may be impacted by the decision. From the 95% of included WHO Member States (184/193 ) the median annual rate of mental health admissions to general hospitals is 24.2 per 100,000 of the population; and to mental hospitals 
This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved. Considering the associated complexity of the decision, its significant consequences and the current dearth of study of how a decision is made, there is a need for a greater understanding of the involuntary admission decision. Developing understanding of how specially qualified mental health nurses make the decision will mature knowledge of an important healthcare practice and thus expedite the decision-making process leading to better health provision outcomes. As a complexity of factors inform a decision-making process of such import, a framework that enables the investigation of how a complex decision is made is essential.
BACKGROUND
The concept of situation awareness (SA) originated to explain a pilot's 'state of knowledge'; their cognitive ability to gather, sort and process information from complex and dynamic environments (Endsley 1995) . Basically, according to Endsley and Jones (2012, p. 13) ,
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DATA SOURCES
A search of the literature was conducted to explore the current and potential positioning of situation awareness in areas related to mental health nursing. Several databases, including CINAHL, Proquest, PubMed, Scopus, Web of Science, HealthSource -Nursing/Academic
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Edition, Nursing Consult, Academic Search Complete, were searched with the search terms: situation awareness or situational awareness; mental health nurs* or psychiatric nurs*.
Searches were limited to the date criteria of 2000 -present. Due to difficulty in locating any material specific to all aspects of the topic, a broader search was conducted using the terms: situation awareness; situational awareness; mental health nurs*; psychiatric nurs*;nurs*; mental; psychiatric; mental health; and/or mental illness. A search of the terms 'situation awareness' and 'mental health' or 'psychiatric' and 'nurs*' produced fifteen results. The combination of 'situation awareness' or 'situational awareness' and nurs* produced 92 results.
DISCUSSION
The suitability of SA to understand the process of deciding to admit or not admit a person to a health facility against their will is realized by its increased application in health care 
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SA for decision-making
Considering the significance of the decision for people, research that centres on the involuntary admission decision-making process is limited. Some research exists (see for Healthcare practitioners or in the case of this paper, nurses, are making the involuntary admission decision, but the information they are using, how are they using it and why remains unknown. Over a decade ago, Clark and Bowers (2000, p. 392) argued that 'studies of how these decisions are made in real time are needed'. Using SA will assist in the provision of such insight.
Understanding that SA is a practitioners' real-time snap-shot or 'mental picture' (Blandford & Wong 2004 ) of a situation, leading to a decision, highlights its appropriateness as a framework to explore of how decisions are made. Blandford and Wong (2004, pp. 1-2) explored SA in the context of the decision-making of ambulance dispatchers. The practice of ambulance dispatchers was observed and participants were interviewed to establish how routine work was performed and how various information elements from their practice were handled and managed (Blandford & Wong 2004, p. 5) . Participants from the study described their cognitive development and maintenance a 'mental picture' of a situation. This 'mental
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This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved. responding appropriately to deteriorating patients (Bogossian et al 2013 , Cooper et al. 2010 , Cooper et al. 2011 , Cooper et al. 2013 , McKenna et al. 2014 , Reid & Bromiley 2012 ; and, the education and assessment of student nurses (Bogossian et al. 2013 , Cooper et al. 2010 , McKenna et al. 2014 .
In their critical review of the literature related to nurses' use of SA in decision-making, 
SA for decision making in complex environment
The complexity and dynamic nature of mental health nursing practice is widely identified in 
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This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved. Consideration of the number of individual factors and their potential to feature and interplay situation, gives emphasis to the complexity of an involuntary admission decision. Anderson and Eppard's (1995, p. 727) psycho-phenomenological study focused specifically on the decision-making in this context. In their study, 24 clinicians were asked to describe one occasion of a 'hard' involuntary admission decision. Anderson and Eppard (1995) concluded that decision-making for involuntary admission is a complex and multifaceted; however, no further exploration of this was made. Study of this complex decision is needed (Clark & Bowers 2000) ; yet, at present, there is a dearth of research of SA in this context. Vidulich and Tsang (2012, p. 263 ) discuss that SA is increasingly focussed on in health research, as health practitioners seek to 'meet the demands of their complex, dynamic' practice. Situation awareness has been studied and applied in areas of nursing in recognition of the complex and cognitively demanding nature of nursing practice in general (McKenna et al 2014 , Sitterding et al. 2012 , Stubbings et al. 2012 and because nursing practice is based on an understanding that nurses are expected to recognise, comprehend and process large
This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved. amounts information (McKenna et al. 2014 , Stubbings et al. 2012 . Nurses practice in a 'constant state of attention to the unexpected' (Sitterding et al. 2012, p. 77) , such as with the involuntary admission decision. The task is recognised as complex and challenging (Anderson & Eppard 1995 , Clark & Bowers 2000 , Engleman et al. 1998 , McGarvey et al. 2013 , Unick et al. 2011 . The decision is often based on dynamic information some of which is incomplete (McGarvey et al. 2013 , Unick et al. 2011 and is often made in situations where all contingencies cannot be controlled (Anderson & Eppard 1995) , leading to unexpected and challenging situations.
The study and application of SA in nursing has commonly occurred in the areas of operating theatres and anaesthesia (see for example, Korkiakangas et al. 2014 , Van Beuzekom, Boer, Akerboom & Dahan 2013 , Wright 2013 . In this context, focus is given to the role of SA to assist the nurse make sense of all the available complex and dynamic situational data. 
IMPLICATIONS FOR NURSING
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Exploring SA in a mental health setting enhances nursing research prominence in the study and application of SA in interpersonal interactions. Being in despair, in deep distress and frightened may mean some people being assessed struggle for words and when they fail to find them may express themselves in ways that nurses -particularly those working with services users that are not familiar -are not accustomed to. Additional cues are critical and form part of the information being sought. To date no studies have been identified where a practitioner is required to rely on cues predominantly based on interpersonal relationships and interactions. A significant focus of SA research is based on system and human interface 
CONCLUSION
Studying SA in the context of making a decision to admit someone or not as an involuntary patient would mature understanding of a critical mental health nursing practice and would also advance broader understanding of SA by exploring its application in the context of interpersonal engagement and human behaviour. Situation awareness and its application is an emerging focus of study in nursing. Its theoretical positioning as an antecedent of decisionmaking and its application in complex and dynamic practices marks SA an appropriate framework to understand how decisions are made in nursing.
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Situation awareness is likely to be integral and embedded across a range of practice settings where nurses practice. In making the decision to admit or not to admit someone as an involuntary patient, qualified mental health nurses observe, monitor and assess a range of complex cues from their environment. The decision that these specially qualified mental health nurses reach is based on the perception, comprehension and projection of environmental cues; in other words, their SA. Understanding and defining SA in the context of qualified mental health nurses making such a decision will provide greater insight into an existing practice and allow for the future development of practice and education in this area.
While there is a body of literature on SA in health care and nursing, there is a scarcity of research that focusses on SA in mental health nursing. Furthermore, there is need to examine more deeply in a research framework the decision by a specially qualified mental health nurse to admit or not admit a person to a mental health facility as an involuntary patient.
Future investigation of SA in the context of a mental health nurses' decision to admit or not admit someone as an involuntary patient is needed as the decision has direct human rights and health implications (WHO 2005) . Using SA as a framework for exploration of the involuntary decision will provide clearer understanding of decision-making in an important nursing practice. It will progress the current body of knowledge of SA in nursing. By exploring SA in a mental health setting, nursing research would be a prominent voice in the study and application SA in interpersonal interactions.
